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Three Things This Week

1. #StrikeWithUs

What it is: Joining the 1.1 million kids (https://www.cnn.com/world/live-news/global-

climate-strike-2019/index.html) allowed to skip school today in New York City, students all

over the world are mobilizing in protest of climate change.

Why it’s time to talk: Fueled by the grassroots movement Fridays For Future

(https://www.fridaysforfuture.org/), students like Xiye Bastida of New York are giving voice

to Gen Z’s concern over our apparently perilous future. “People [say] we don’t understand

the politics or the science or the complexities of the world…But to want a livable planet

(https://www.elle.com/culture/career-politics/a28985212/global-climate-strike-details-

dates/)—to want a livable future—is not something that we should be fighting for.” To help

start educated conversations and learn practical things your family can do to help stem the

global tide, check out National Geographic’s Family Field Guide

(https://www.nationalgeographic.com/family/talking-to-your-kids-about-climate-

change/) on climate change.

2. Living Underground
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What it is: Selena Gomez is producing a new Netflix series

(https://ew.com/tv/2019/09/17/selena-gomez-living-undocumented-trailer-netflix/)

following eight families under threat of deportation.

Why it’s humanizing: As Gomez states, “The immigration issue is more complex than one

administration (https://people.com/human-interest/selena-gomez-previews-living-

undocumented-netflix-trailer/), one law or the story you hear about on the news. These are

real people in your community, your neighbors, your friends–they are all part of the country

we call home.” Beyond the politics and posturing are real people made in God’s image. We

don’t have the expertise to prescribe an answer to this global crisis, but we do know God

cares deeply (https://www.worldvision.org/refugees-news-stories/what-does-bible-say-

about-refugees) about the outsider. Scripture is replete (https://sojo.net/22-bible-verses-

welcoming-immigrants) with commands to welcome, honor, and love the stranger. Here’s a

helpful timeline to educate you and your teen on the history of U.S. immigration, reminding

us that we too were once foreigners in the land (https://biblehub.com/exodus/22-21.htm).

3. Teen Tech Summit

What it is: Our free online conference

(https://www.technologyandteens.com/ttsummit31559493) created just so you can

understand, navigate, and practice new tech habits in your home.

Why it’s helpful: Have you ever wanted a theology of technology? Now you can cultivate

one! Staring Kathy Koch, Andy Crouch, Kirk Cameron, and a host of other experts, Axis’

Technology & Teens Summit (https://www.technologyandteens.com/ttsummit31559493) is

currently live so register and watch today

(https://www.technologyandteens.com/ttsummit31559493)!

The Path Toward Transformation
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“Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears

much fruit (https://www.biblegateway.com/verse/EN/John+12:24).”

One of pop culture’s most pervasive lies is the notion that life is all about pursuing the path

of least resistance. According to this mantra, a flourishing life means acquiring enough

wealth, instafame, or power to ensure you are never in danger of suffering. This myth has

crept into the church, as modern evangelicalism is rife with celebrity pastors wearing

“preacher sneakers (https://fashionista.com/2019/04/celebrity-pastors-preachers-

sneakers-instagram)” or the latest self-help book promising your best life now. Life is all

about winning, and at all cost.

But Jesus counts the cost. And the cost is the cross.

He proclaims, “I am the way (https://biblehub.com/john/14-6.htm), the truth, and the life…If

any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and

follow me.” The “way of the Lord” is the long dirty road from Galilee to Golgatha. It is the

incarnate way of Christ, and the only path toward true transformation. “Death and

resurrection (https://www.harpercollins.com/9780060730680/the-heart-of-christianity),

dying and rising, are again and again a metaphor for personal transformation.” This theme

continues in Paul’s letters where he writes to the church in Galatia “I have been crucified

with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me

(https://biblehub.com/galatians/2-20.htm).” If Christianity is about anything, it is about deep

and lasting change. A metamorphosis of the mind, heart, and soul giving birth to a new

creation (https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?

search=2+Corinthians+5%3A17&version=NIV). But unfortunately, that newness of life comes

only after suffering and death.

As you lead your children into lifelong faith, resist the temptation to sell them an easier path.

The road is narrow for a reason. As Bonhoeffer reminds us, “When Christ calls a man, He

bids him come and die (https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2723088-nachfolge).”
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9 PREMIUM INSIGHTS

A broader look at the world that teens inhabit.

Skim our summary or click the links to read more.

Engage your teens in conversation about their world.

They said it best:

“Silences drip off the edges of words. I think that oftentimes, we’re too noisy around people

who are suffering, trying to make things OK. What they absolutely need is presence. They

need us to be there.” – Theologian Stanley Hauerwas (https://cct.biola.edu/stanley-

hauerwas-death-church-america-suffering-love/)

Technology

Apps/Websites

1. Instagram claims to be (https://www.engadget.com/2019/09/18/instagram-will-restrict-

posts-on-cosmetic-surgery-and-diet-prod/?guccounter=1)working to tighten restrictions on

ads for cosmetic surgery and diet products. This is a big deal because many celebrity

“influencers” make their living through posts that double as sponsored ads for products like

diet teas and shapewear. The result of this has been a swarm of “body modification” trends

that have saturated the teen market. If Instagram lives up to what they’re claiming here

(which, let’s be honest, we have a very low expectation of), it’ll be a game changer in terms

of how influencers disclose their deals as well as the kinds of products and services your

teen is longing for.

2. More on the Instagram front: Kaitlyn Tiffany at The Atlantic reports on the new trends of

big-name Instagrammers charging monthly fees to let fan be their “close friends’ on the

app. The “close friends” feature is meant to serve as a sort of “inner circle” for people on

Instagram that users are actually familiar with in real-life. But in the ever-constant quest for

content creators to make more cash, teen fans are now paying
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(https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2019/09/close-friends-instagram-

subscription-charge-influencers/598171/) to be part of the “close friends” category for their

famous faves. It’s just the latest way we’ve commodified intimacy, but it sure won’t be the

last.

3. Wrapping up the Instagram news this week, this piece by influencer Tavi Gevinson

(https://www.thecut.com/2019/09/who-would-tavi-gevinson-be-without-instagram.html)

gives insight into the mind of one of the most brilliant marketing professionals in her

generation. Tavi also lands solidly at 23 years old, and she’s been famous online since she

was 12. In this candid essay, Tavi explains that the share-able version of herself — the one

that she puts online for public consumption – became synonymous to her with her

“authentic” self a long time ago. She admits that this merging of private and public selves

led to many opportunities, such as a rent-free condo in NYC and roles as an actress. Tavi

also admits that she can’t access the version of herself she would have been without

platforms like Instagram, a feeling that many teens, even those without followings, probably

share.

Pop Culture

Sports

4. You’re probably familiar with the rising cost of organized athletics these days. A reported

piece (https://www.cbsnews.com/news/uneven-playing-field-middle-class-and-poor-

kids-are-ditching-youth-sports/) from this past August estimates that the average family

who participates in Little League or soccer spends at least $700 on fees and equipment

every year. But this average amount only tells part of the story — in an effort to boost

college admission odds and athletic performance of their children, some families are

forking over tens of thousands annually just to stay competitive. The result is that lower

middle-class and poor families are dropping out

(https://www.cbsnews.com/news/uneven-playing-field-middle-class-and-poor-kids-are-
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ditching-youth-sports/) of these programs entirely. They can’t afford to sign up or keep up

with the rate at which these prices are rising. If you’re having difficulty figuring out how other

parents are managing to continue pouring resources into their child’s budding soccer

aspirations, remember that many of them can’t.

Music

5. Kanye West has been hosting Sunday worship services for the last few months, from the

Los Angeles suburbs to Chicago. His new album, “Jesus is King,” is coming out on

September 27 and the track listing indicates a return to his gospel-infused roots. But the

rapper and artist was also called out this week by Taylor Swift

(https://www.rollingstone.com/music/music-features/taylor-swift-rolling-stone-interview-

880794/)(who, coincidentally, is promoting an album of her own), making it apparent that

the feud (or, like, whatever it is that goes on) between these two is still very much ongoing.

Will Kanye’s album seek to promote Jesus above his own ego? Is Taylor being sincere when

she says that to know the real Kanye, we should “go ask Drake” about what a terrible person

he is? Does your teen care about any of this, and do they recognize it as the bizarre circus of

self-promotion and conceit that it is? Bring it up on the car ride home and see if you can’t

have a good laugh with your kid. 

Fashion/Beauty/Appearance

6. Is your teen often told that they look like someone famous? If so, they’ve probably

participated in the TikTok challenge “Tell Me Something I Don’t Know

(https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2019/09/tiktok-celebrity-mix-

challenge-ariana-grande-billie-eilish/598408/). The challenge begins with a benign or

empty frame, waits a beat, and then brings in the face of its subject — a teen who is told all

the time that they look like Billie Eilish, or Ariana Grande, or a similar teen idol. It’s kind of

funny if your teen is, in all honesty, a celeb doppleganger. But only teens who meet a

certain pre-existing standard of conventional “beauty” will be able to participate in this
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particular meme. “Tell Me Something I Don’t Know” is a bit of what the kids might call a

“humble brag” — pretending to be annoyed about something that’s actually quite a

compliment. There’s never a bad time to remind your child that most of us don’t look like

celebrities, and that’s okay!

Sexuality/Gender

7. Back in January, Planned Parenthood launched a chatbot named Roo that invited teens to

ask their anonymous questions. We now have some brand new data on what is on teens

minds about sex and sexuality, thanks to this app. There have been over a million queries to

the chatbot since its release nine months ago, which means it’s being used by many.

According to Fast Company, (https://www.fastcompany.com/90401983/what-teens-are-

asking-roo-planned-parenthoods-new-sex-ed-chatbot) the questions teens are asking

center on what it means to lose your virginity (‘when are you no longer a virgin?”) and

biological normalcy (“are my sexual body parts normal if ____?”). Have these conversations

with your teen so an anonymous AI bot doesn’t have to! Check out our Parent Guide to the

Sex Talk.

Pop Culture

Latest Statistics

8. It’s tempting to feel like our kids won’t be able to cope with the drama and stress of the

modern workplace. But maybe they won’t ever have to. A piece in the New York Times

(https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/17/style/generation-z-millennials-work-life-

balance.html#click=https://t.co/AKcaONpOQH)this week suggests that Gen Z might fix

office culture by being assertive and setting boundaries between home life and work life

that previous generations did not know how to navigate. The article points out that younger

millennials and older members of Gen Z, both groups who are entering the workplace in

waves at the moment, are proud to use all of their vacation time and willing to negotiate
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salary for perks like working from home. There’s enough here to feel optimistic about:

Perhaps the morally adept and fiercely inclusive Gen Z workers will deliver us from the rat

race in a way we didn’t anticipate.

Tip of the Week

9. A new video game rating controversy is being led by the gaming influencers of YouTube.

Games that feature “gambling” have long been established to require an “Adult” rating, no

matter what other content it included. But the newest version

(https://www.esrb.org/ratings/36442/NBA+2K20/) of the NBA game (NBA 2K20) is rated “E”

(for everyone) despite a casino minigame that invites users to risk real money to get

characters to play the basketball game with.

@TheAngryJoeShow vlogger Joe Vargas (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g-

BuUqsd71w&t=701s)called out the company as well as the ERSB rating board for being

inconsistent with the way video games are rated and for glorifying gambling in a game

made for a younger audience. Game creators and gaming company owners are on the

controlling board of the ERSB, which makes the whole rating system seem… rigged, to say

the least. It’s worth being aware of how the ratings system is being manipulated — the only

way to really know what’s in a game your teen wants is to try the game.

Keep the Faith!

The Axis Team

Editor’s Note: Axis links to many different sources within this e-newsletter; a link does not

equal an endorsement. We cannot guarantee the content of each site (especially its ads).

Please be forewarned. Also, we highly recommend something like AdBlock

(https://getadblock.com/).
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